
Epiphany Holy communion 
Sunday 2nd January 2022  

Welcome 

Lighting advent wreath 

Carol: The first Nowell 

The first nowell the angel did 
say 
Was to Bethlehem's shepherds 
in fields as they lay 
In fields where they lay keeping 
their sheep 
On a cold winter's night that 
was so deep 

Nowell nowell nowell nowell 
Born is the king of Israel 

Then wise men from a country 
far 
Looked up and saw a guiding 
star 
They travelled on by night and 
day 
To reach the place where Jesus 
lay 

At Bethlehem they entered in 
On bended knee they 
worshipped him 
They offered there in his 
presence 
Their gold and myrrh and 
frankincense 

Then let us all with one accord 
Sing praises to our heavenly 
Lord 

For Christ has our salvation 
wrought 
And with his blood our life has 
bought 

Almighty God,to whom all 
hearts are open, all desires 
known, and from whom no 
secrets are hidden: cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by 
the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

The grace of God has dawned 
upon the world through our 
Saviour Jesus Christ, who 
sacrificed himself for us to 
purify a people as his own. 

Let us confess our sins. 

God be gracious to us and 
bless us, and make your face 
shine upon us: 

Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

May your ways be known on 
the earth, your saving power 
among the nations: 

Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
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You, Lord, have made known 
your salvation, and reveal your 
justice in the sight of the 
nations: 

Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

May the God of all healing and 
forgiveness draw you to 
himself and cleanse you from 
all your sins, that you may 
behold the glory of his Son, 
the Word made flesh, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Creator of the heavens, who 
led the Magi by a star to 
worship the Christ-child:guide 
and sustain us, that we may 
find our journey’s end in Jesus 
Christ our Lord.   Amen. 

Carol: We three kings 

We three kings of Orient are 
Bearing gifts we traverse afar 
Field and fountain moor and 
mountain 
Following yonder star 

O star of wonder star of night 
Star with royal beauty bright 
Westward leading still 
proceeding 
Guide us to Thy perfect light 

Born a King on Bethlehem's 
plain 
Gold I bring to crown Him again 
King forever ceasing never 
Over us all to reign 

Frankincense to offer have I 
Incense owns a Deity nigh 
Prayer and praising all men 
raising 
Worship Him God on high 

Myrrh is mine its bitter 
perfume 
Breathes a life of gathering 
gloom 
Sorrowing sighing bleeding 
dying 
Sealed in the stone cold tomb 

Glorious now behold Him arise 
King and God and sacrifice 
Alleluia alleluia 
Peals through the earth and 
skies 

Reading Matthew 2:1-12 

 

Talk 

 

Let us worship the Saviour 
with joy and make our prayer 
to our heavenly Father. The 
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sacrifice. Send us out in the 
power of your Spirit to live 
and work to your praise and 
glory. Amen. 

Hymn: As with Gladness  

As with gladness men of old 
Did the guiding star behold 
As with joy they hailed its light 
Leading onward beaming bright 
So most gracious Lord may we 
Evermore be led to Thee 

As with joyful steps they sped 
To that lowly manger bed 
There to bend the knee before 
Him whom heav'n and earth 
adore 
So may we with willing feet 
Ever seek Thy mercy seat 

As their precious gifts they laid 
At Thy manger roughly made 
So may we with holy joy 
Pure and free from sin's alloy 
All our costliest treasures bring 
Christ to Thee our heav'nly King 

Holy Jesu ev'ry day 
Keep us in the narrow way 
And when earthly things are 
past 
Bring our ransomed souls at 
last 
Where they need no star to 

guide 
Where no clouds Thy glory hide 

In the heav'nly country bright 
Need they no created light 
Thou its light its joy its crown 
Thou its sun which goes not 
down 
There for ever may we sing 
Alleluias to our King 

Christ our Lord, to whom kings 
bowed down in worship and 
offered gifts, reveal to you his 
glory and pour upon you the 
riches of his grace; and the 
blessing of God almighty, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be among us and remain 
with us always. 

Amen. 

 

New Patterns for Worship, material from 
which is included here, 
is copyright © The Archbishops' Council 
2002 and published by Church House 
Publishing 
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thanks and praise, and as we 
eat and drink these holy gifts 
in the presence of your divine 
majesty, renew us by your 
Spirit, inspire us with your love 
and unite us in the body of 
your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
To you be glory and praise for 

ever.] 

Through him, and with him, 
and in him, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, with all who stand 
before you in earth and 
heaven, we worship you, 
Father almighty, in songs of 
everlasting praise: 
Blessing and honour and glory 
and power be yours for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

As our Saviour taught us, so 
we pray 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin 

against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Every time we eat this bread 
and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death 
until he comes. 
 
God’s holy gifts 
for God’s holy people. 
Jesus Christ is holy, 
Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
 
Distribution. 
 
Lord God, the bright splendour 
whom the nations seek: may 
we who with the wise men 
have been drawn by your light 
discern the glory of your 
presence in your Son, the 
Word made flesh, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.  
 

Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of 
your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our 
souls and bodies to be a living 
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magi came from the east to 
worship your Son: 

Father, grant to Christians 
everywhere the spirit of 
adoration … 

Lord of glory, 
hear our prayer. 

The infant Christ received gifts 
of gold, incense and myrrh: 
Father, accept the offering of 
our hearts and minds [at the 
beginning of this year] … 

Lord of glory, 
hear our prayer. 

The kingdoms of this world 
have become the kingdom of 
our Lord and of his Christ: 
Father, grant an abundance of 
peace to your world … 

Lord of glory, 
hear our prayer. 

The Holy Family lived in exile 
and in the shadow of death: 
Father, look in mercy on all 
who are poor and powerless, 
and all who suffer … 

Lord of glory, 
hear our prayer. 

Your Son shared the life of his 
home and family at Nazareth: 

Father, protect in your love 
our neighbours, our families 
and this community of which 
we are a part … 

Lord of glory, 
hear our prayer. 

Father, we rejoice in our 
fellowship with the shepherds, 
the angels, the magi, the 
Virgin Mary, Saint Joseph and 
all the faithful departed. In 
your unfailing love for us and 
for all people, hear and answer 
our prayers through your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

Our Saviour Christ is the Prince 
of Peace. Of the increase of his 
government and of peace 
there shall be no end. 

The peace of the Lord be 
always with you 

And also with you. 

Carol: In the bleak mid winter 

In the bleak midwinter 
Frosty wind made moan 
Earth stood hard as iron 
Water like a stone 
Snow had fallen snow on snow 
Snow on snow 
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In the bleak midwinter 
Long ago 

Our God heav'n cannot hold 
Him 
Nor earth sustain 
Heav'n and earth shall flee 
away 
When He comes to reign 
In the bleak midwinter 
A stable place sufficed 
The Lord God Almighty 
Jesus Christ 

Angels and archangels 
May have gathered there 
Cherubim and seraphim 
Thronged the air 
But His mother only 
In her maiden bliss 
Worshipped the Beloved 
With a kiss 

What can I give Him 
Poor as I am 
If I were a shepherd 
I would bring a lamb 
If I were a wise man 
I would do my part 
Yet what can I give Him 
Give my heart 

The Lord is here. 
His Spirit is with us. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord 
our God. 

It is right to give thanks and 
praise. 

It is indeed right, it is our duty 
and our joy, at all times and in 
all places to give you thanks 
and praise, holy Father, 
heavenly King, almighty and 
eternal God, through Jesus 
Christ your Son our Lord. 
To you be glory and praise for 

ever. 

Through him you have freed us 
from the slavery of sin, giving 
him to be born of a woman 
and to die upon the cross; you 
raised him from the dead and 
exalted him to your right hand 
on high. 
To you be glory and praise for 

ever.] 

Through him you have sent 
upon us your holy and life-
giving Spirit, and made us a 
people for your own 
possession.  
To you be glory and praise for 

ever.] 
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And now we give you thanks 
because, in the incarnation of 
the Word, a new light has 
dawned upon the world, that 
all the nations may be brought 
out of darkness to see the 
radiance of your glory. 

Therefore with angels and 
archangels, and with all the 
company of heaven, we 
proclaim your great and 
glorious name, for ever 
praising you and saying: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of 
power and might, heaven and 
earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Accept our praises, heavenly 
Father,through your Son our 
Saviour Jesus Christ, and as we 
follow his example and obey 
his command, grant that by 
the power of your Holy Spirit 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us his body and his 
blood; who, in the same night 
that he was betrayed, took 
bread and gave you thanks; he 
broke it and gave it to his 
disciples, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body 
which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 
To you be glory and praise for 

ever. 

In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you 
thanks; he gave it to them, 
saying: Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new 
covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, as 
often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me. 

To you be glory and praise for 
ever. 

Therefore, heavenly Father, 
we remember his offering of 
himself made once for all upon 
the cross; we proclaim his 
mighty resurrection and 
glorious ascension; we look for 
the coming of your kingdom, 
and with this bread and this 
cup we make the memorial of 
Christ your Son our Lord. Great 
is the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 

Accept through him, our great 
high priest, this our sacrifice of 


